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from King George. Steve’s service to his com-
munity goes without question, and I believe he 
is worthy of recognition. 

Sheriff Dempsey’s extensive training in-
cluded both the Metropolitan Police Academy 
in Washington, D.C. where he was K–9 cer-
tified and the FBI Academy where he was 
able to learn countless hours of information on 
how to handle increasingly difficult situations 
ranging from terrorism to financial crime. 

Sheriff Dempsey, along with his wife 
Charlene and their family, comes from a long 
line of public servants—as is evident in Sheriff 
Dempsey’s commitment to his community. 
Steve was in the Virginia National Guard and 
served until 1978. He has been with the King 
George County Sheriff’s Department for 39 
years, serving as both an officer and a men-
tor. He was the first K–9 officer in the county 
and served as a patrol deputy for 7 years. 
And, on top of all this, he has taught for al-
most 20 years at the regional academy; pass-
ing on vital experience and lessons to mem-
bers of law enforcement who benefit from his 
teachings. 

Not stopping there, he served as the Spe-
cial Olympics Chair for the Commonwealth 
from 2017 to 2018 and is currently serving as 
President of the Virginia Sheriff’s Association. 
I am filled with pride to know all the good that 
this man has done for his community and our 
district. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
recognizing the accomplishments, hard work, 
and dedication of Sheriff Dempsey. Words 
alone cannot express our pride, and I am 
proud to represent him. May God bless him 
and his family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RUTH HYMAN 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 18, 2019 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Ruth Hyman as she cele-
brates her 100th birthday this year. It is my 
honor to join with her family and friends in 
marking this incredible milestone and wishing 
her many more years of health and happiness. 

A lifelong resident of Long Branch, New Jer-
sey, Ms. Hyman was the youngest of eight 
children. Her parents, Ida and David Hyman, 
were founding members of Congregation 
Brothers of Israel and instilled in their children 
the importance of hard work and community 
service. Throughout her life, Ms. Hyman has 
striven to be an active and charitable member 
of her community, supporting Congregation 
Brothers of Israel, the Visiting Nurse Associa-
tion Health Group, and Jewish and Family 
Children’s Services, among many others. In 
addition, Ms. Hyman established and operated 
a long-running women’s apparel business and 
worked as an editor of technical manuals for 
the federal government. Her involvement with 
numerous local charities and organizations re-
flect her passion to help others and improve 
our communities and her success and accom-
plishments serve as an example of what hard 
work can attain. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in honoring Ms. Ruth 
Hyman as she celebrates her 100th birthday. 
Her generous spirit and impact on the commu-

nity continue to be felt throughout Monmouth 
County and New Jersey. 
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RECOGNIZING JAMES WATKINS 
FOR THE 2019 MONTANA CON-
GRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 18, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize James Watkins of Dillon for 
the Montana Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation for his service to his country and 
his community. 

Mr. Watkins served in both the United 
States Air Force and Montana Army National 
Guard, serving a combined 22 years. Mr. Wat-
kins received multiple commendations during 
his service, including the Army Commendation 
Medal. 

Mr. Watkins has been a member of the 
American Legion Post 20 since 1968 and 
served in various capacities. Every year, he 
coordinated the placement of American Flags 
on the graves of veterans on Memorial Day. 
Part of this project was his work locating and 
arranging the headstones for all veterans in 
Dillon Mountain View Cemetery. In addition, 
Mr. Watkins makes, maintains, and places the 
white crosses for the Montana American Le-
gion White Cross Highway Fatality Marker 
Program in Beaverhead County. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending James Watkins of Dillon for his 
dedication and service to his country and com-
munity. 
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NEW HOME, NEW BYLAWS, SAME 
MISSION: WPAOG HISTORY PART 
IV (1996–2019) SECTION B 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 18, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to include in the RECORD Section B of the 
fourth and final installment of an article by 
Keith J. Hamel honoring the 150th Anniversary 
of the West Point Association of Graduates: 

2009–15: THE FOR US ALL CAMPAIGN BREAKS 
RECORDS 

‘‘In the summer of 2008, the Association 
and the Academy began to consider a new 
comprehensive campaign for West Point. The 
campaign, called For Us All: The Campaign 
for West Point, officially launched in Janu-
ary 2009. By the time the campaign ended on 
December 31, 2015, more than $420 million 
had been either pledged or received, well ex-
ceeding the original $350 million campaign 
goal. 

During the For Us All Campaign, WPAOG 
continued to achieve new levels of support 
for the Academy and the Long Gray Line. 
The average of total annual donations to 
West Point/WPAOG rose to $40.7 million per 
year, more than 40 percent higher than the 
average annual donations during the Bicen-
tennial Campaign. More impressively, 58 per-
cent of living alumni made one or more do-
nations. Approximately 50,000 graduates, 
families, and friends of West Point partici-

pated in the For Us All Campaign. The prior-
ities for the For Us All Campaign were di-
vided into five areas. With a goal of $200 mil-
lion, the largest category was designated as 
‘‘For the Cadets’’ and sought gifts to fund 
scholarships (from research through Aca-
demic Individual Advanced Development or 
AIAD opportunities), endowments (in sup-
port of academic departments, cadet clubs 
and teams), and Academy Centers (e.g., the 
Combating Terrorism Center and the Center 
for Oral History). 

Individuals and classes also committed 
gifts to numerous brick and mortar projects, 
including the Frederic V. Malek West Point 
Visitors Center, the Foley Enners Nathe La-
crosse Center, the West Point Cemetery Col-
umbarium, and more. But, as George Gil-
more ’71, one of the members of the For Us 
All Campaign Cabinet said in 2013, ‘‘We will 
see the effects of this campaign not in new 
buildings or new playing fields but rather in 
how well prepared our junior officers arrive 
in the Army.’’ Indeed, in a world of increas-
ing threats to the nation’s security, eco-
nomic stability, and fundamental values, 
producing leaders of character became more 
important than ever, and the For Us All 
Campaign, above all, was focused on ensur-
ing that the Academy had the resources 
available to fully prepare the next genera-
tion of leaders for the Army and the nation. 

Since the For Us All Campaign concluded 
in 2015, WPAOG has continued to build on 
gains achieved, increasing donations to an 
average of $49 million annually and raising 
graduate participation to all-time highs, 
driven by innovative initiatives such as the 
All-Academy Challenge. During this period, 
WPAOG has also won the highest awards of 
recognition for management practices and 
transparency from Charity Navigator (four 
stars) and GuideStar (Platinum Seal of 
Transparency), and the Development team 
has earned ‘‘Overall Performance’’ and ‘‘Sus-
tained Excellence’’ (a five-year award won by 
only 16 colleges) in fundraising awards from 
the Council for Advancement and Support of 
Education (CASE), a 3,700-member global 
professional association focused on advanc-
ing education. 

FURTHER EXPANDING WPAOG SERVICES 
WPAOG continued to expand its Alumni 

Support activities and services into the new 
millennium as well. Today, WPAOG provides 
services to 82 classes, 141 West Point soci-
eties worldwide, and to more than 53,000 indi-
vidual graduates. Since launching in 2011, 
WPAOG’s comprehensive reunion services 
have also proved popular with graduates: in 
2019, WPAOG hosted 29 class reunions for 
more than 14,700 returning graduates and 
their guests. The WPAOG Gift Shop has 
steadily expanded its unique product line 
and services to reunion classes, graduates, 
cadets and their families, exceeding $1 mil-
lion in annual sales for the first time in 2005, 
and recently achieving $2 million in sales. 
Profits from the Gift Shop support our alum-
ni services. 

In September 2006, AOG premiered a new 
award initiative to engage cadets with the 
presentation of the inaugural Nininger 
Award for Valor at Arms to Major Ryan L. 
Worthan ’97. Conceived by E. Doug Kenna ’45 
and funded in perpetuity by Kenna and his 
wife Jean, the award is named after First 
Lieutenant Alexander ‘‘Sandy’’ Nininger ’41, 
who was killed in action in the Philippines 
during World War II and posthumously re-
ceived the Medal of Honor (the first Amer-
ican army soldier to be so honored in the 
war). It is given to a recent graduate who has 
displayed heroic action in battle. Like AOG’s 
Distinguished Graduate Award, the Nininger 
is an award for which the recipient is meant 
to be representative of a larger body; in this 
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